
NHPRC
National Historical Publications &  Records Commission 

DOCUMENTING DEMOCRACY
&

ASHRAB
Alaska State Historical Records Advisory Board

DOCUMENTING ALASKAN LIFE

Children gather around a light aircraft; Kaltag, 1954; Commissioner of Educations 
Photographs , 1925 -1970. Alaska State Archives
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WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED NHPRC ?
THE NATIONAL H ISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS

& RECORDS COMMISSION

ü I TôS The National Archives grants agency
ü It promotes America's documentary heritage
ü It preserves documentary source materials & makes them accessible
ü Learn more at 

http://www.archives.gov/nhprc

Letterhead. Alaska State Archives

http://www.archives.gov/nhprc
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WHAT ARE DOCUMENTARY 

SOURCE MATERIALS ?
Documents a person or organization creates to 
show evidence of an activity or operation ~  
Theyôre RECORDS ~

Archives & Manuscripts

Diary of Alva Nashoalook, Icy Cape, Alaska, 1912-13; 

Alaska State Library Documents; ASL.

Alaska State Library Historical Collections

Moses Alexie, Eek Alaska, Summer 1956. 
AK State Archives
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Archives & ManuscriptsMAY INCLUDE

üOffice files generated by any organization
üPersonal papers generated by 1 or more people

EXAMPLES
Minutes Reports Oral history files
Reading files Electronic formats Photographs
Subject files Diaries Maps, graphs, charts & tables
Project files Musical scores Films, videos & sound recordings
Case files

Letterhead. Alaska State Archives.
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W HO & W HAT DOES

NHPRC F UND ?
ü State, county, municipal, tribal &

other governments
üOrganization & business records*
üMaps, architectural & engineering 

drawings 
Igiugig Tree of Thankfulness . Igiugig Tribal
Library .

ü Literary manuscripts, personal papers, family papers,
ü Photos, films, sound recordings
ü Electronic records

ü *  NOTE: NHPRC does not fund for profit businesses. However, it wil l fund 

work on collections in non -profits that came from businesses
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HOW DOES NHPRC WORK ?
NHPRC Works Through SHRABS

WHATôS A SHRAB?

A State Historical Records Advisory Board.

Alaska State Archives
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A FEW FACTS ABOUT SHRABs
2 Basic Functions :

üPromote historical records preservation 
throughout their states

üRecommend their statesô grantproposals to 

the National Archives.

Alaskaôs Board is the Alaska State Historical 
Records Advisory Board

~ ASHRAB~

üMeets ~

üFace- to - face meetings twice each year

üTele - or videoconference twice a year

Grants & Grant Writing

Mrs. Savikkoôs 2nd Grade class visits the 
Alaska State Archives.

Two students in their classroom, ca. 1950; Jesse :Lee 
Home Photographs, 1939 -1955. Seward Public Library

http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/cdmg10&CISOPTR=58&REC=5
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WHAT DOES ASHRAB FOCUS ON ?
4 things~

ü Cooperation

ü Help & Encouragement

ü Providing a Forum

ü Working with anyone to improve Alaskan historical records access

Gloria Selby stands in front of her parentsô home in Afognak. 

Native Government of Afognak .
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HOW DOES ASHRAB I NTERLOCK

With NHPRC?
ü Reviews all grant Alaskan proposals to NHPRC

ü Reviews & scores all Alaskan proposals

Letterhead . Alaska State Archives
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James Curry -E.L. Bob Bartlett correspondence, 
May 12, 1951. Sealaska Heritage Institute 
Archives

ASHRAB R ECOMMENDS

ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

TO THE COMMISSION

ü Fund at full amount requested

ü Partially fund

üDonôt fund, but recommend 
the applicant submit an 
amended ( improved ) proposal 

üDonôt fund & donôt recommend 
reapplication
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W HAT DOES NHPRC S TAFF DO

W ITH A P ROPOSAL ?
ü Evaluates content

ü Requests additional applicant 
information

ü Sends it to expert reviewers for 
written evaluations

ü Sends reviewer comments to 
applicants for response

ü Reviews SHRAB recommendation, 
expert reviews & applicant 

responses

ü Makes a funding recommendation 
to the Commission

Ketchikan, An Alaskan City . óWritten by 
students of Valley Park Elementary School, 
Ketchikan, Alaska. Dan Hill, Research Teacherô; 
ca. 1970. Alaska State Archives
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W HAT DOES THE

COMMISSION DO?
Reviews all approved applications

Recommends action to the COMMISSION

Chair (Archivist of the US) ~

ü Fund at full amount requested

ü Partially Fund

ü Donôt fund ~ ask for an amended 
( improved ) proposal 

ü Donôt fund & donôt recommend an 
amended proposalArthur Nagozruk, Jr.; University graduation; 

May 16, 1949; Charles Bunnell Collection. 
University of Alaska Fairbanks
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W HAT HAPPENS THEN ?
ü Unofficial notification

ü Official, signed Letter of 
Notification 2ð4 weeks later

ü Project can begin once the letter 
arrives & money is transferred

ü All NHPRC grants must officially 
start the 1 st day of the month.

Alaska Territorial Guard armory contract March 31, 
1945; Alaska Territorial Guard Station Records. 
Alaska State Archives



But Specifically

What Does NHPRC Fund?
NPRC has 6 Basic Grant Proposal Opportunities ~

ü ARCHIVES BASIC PROJECTS

ü ARCHIVES DETAILED PROCESSING PROJECTS

ü DIGITIZED HISTORICAL RECORDS

ü ELECTRONIC RECORDS

ü PUBLISHED HISTORICAL RECORDS

ü STATE & N ATIONAL PARTNERSHIP (SNAP) G RANTS

14
Grants Grant Writing

¢ƘŜ !ǳǘǊȅ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ .Ǌŀǳƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ϧ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǊȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜnsive collections on Native 
American cultures & the history of the American West. Through a grant from the NHPRC, the Autry National Center for the American Westhas set out to 
process about 2,000 linear feet of archival material over the next two years. Once each month, the Autry Libraries blogwill feature gems brought to light 
by Processing Archivist Holly Larson.

It's a typical day in the Braun Research Library Archives. I'm working with 100-year-old newspaper & historic cyanotypes (photographs printed with a 
similar process to blueprint; images appear as blue monochromes) & creating inventories & finding aids so that researchers can use collections. I opened 
a drawer & found what looks like an original parchment certificate; a land grant from the U.S. Government to James Taylor, assignee of William Taylor, 
for 7 years of Taylor's voluntary service in the military, document dated 1807 & signed by Thomas Jefferson & Secretary of State, & later President James 
Madison. (Copied with edits fromNHPRC Newsletter, March 2011)

Children awaiting  school lunch. Eek, 
1956. Alaska State Archives

http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://www.autry.org
http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://libraries.theautry.org/


But This Just In~

Documenting Democracy: Access to 
Historical Records Projects

NHPRC offers the  following grant application information 
for 
Documenting Democracy: Access to Historical Records Projects.

Funding Opportunity Number: ACCESS-201110

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number: 89.003

Draft Deadline (optional): August 1, 2011

This new grant category supplants the previous Basic Projects and 
Detailed Processing programs.

The Commission developed this category to offer institutions 
flexibility as they design programs to promote valuable archival 
resources

E-Mail Retention & Disposition( 15



But This Just In (continued)~
Documenting Democracy: Access to Historical 

Records Projects (continued).

The Commission seeks proposals that support 1 or a 
combination of the following activities:

Establish new archives programs

Process & catalog collections (basic or detailed

Convert existing finding aids to new online formats

Surveying & accessioning

Collection development. 

The full announcement is available on our website: 
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/ac
cess.html

E-Mail Retention & Disposition( 16

http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/access.html
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc/announcement/access.html


But This Just In (continued)~
Documenting Democracy: Access to Historical 

Records Projects (continued).
Applications due Thursday 10/06/11. NHPRC staff will review drafts 

submitted by Monday, 08/08/11.

Each webinar will last one hour and is limited to 25 participants. To 

register, please click the link below the time at which you would like 

to attend! 

Wednesday, 29 June @ 2:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time

https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/344993798

Thursday, 7 July @ 3:30 PM Eastern Daylight Time

https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/509471886

Monday, 11 July @ 2:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time

https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/233702126

E-Mail Retention & Disposition( 17

https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/344993798
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/509471886
https://www3.gotomeeting.com/register/233702126


How Do I Get Further 

Information ?
THERE ARE A N UMBER OF W AYS ~

ü FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

~ http://www.Grants.gov/FIND

ü NHPRC ôS WEBPAGE ~ 
HTTP:// WWW .ARCHIVES .GOV/ NHPRC

ü TELECONFERENCES ~ announced about 6 
weeks before a Grant Opportunity starts

ü BECOME AN NHPRC B LOG FAN

Facebook RSS Feeds 
YouTube Flickr

Twitter
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Ketchikan, An Alaskan City . óWritten by 
students of Valley Park Elementary School, 
Ketchikan, Alaska. Dan Hill, Research Teacherô; 
ca. 1970 . Alaska State Archives

http://www.grants.gov/FIND


CONTACT NHPRC D IRECTLY ~

National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) 
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 106
Washington, DC 20408 -0001
202 -357 -5010(v); 357 -5914(f)
http://wwww.nhprc@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/nhprc
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Arctic Village Map. Alaska State Archives


