Alaska Digital Literacy Standards: Connections to other standards

Computers and digital devices are integral to life and learning in the 21t Century. They
broaden access, speed processes, and contribute to equitable instruction; however, they also
can be distracting, confusing, and misused. Therefore, it is vitally important that students learn
digital citizenship as part of their regular classes that helps them maximize the benefits and
avoid the potential pitfalls of living in a digital age.

The Digital Literacy standards intersect daily with both core content and elective areas by
asking student to think critically and to collaborate—both necessary skills in the modern age.
Students will use digital tools to: (a) construct knowledge, (b) produce creative artifacts, (c)
make meaningful learning experiences for themselves and others, (d) collaborate with others,
and (e) work effectively in teams regardless of geographic location. The Digital Literacy
standards also provide students skills to become independent learners, leveraging technology
to learn in unique and novel ways.

Standards for Math

The Digital Literacy standards may be incorporated into mathematics by focusing on
computational thinking. Students develop and employ strategies for understanding and solving
problems in ways that leverage the power of technological methods to develop and test
solutions.

Standards for Science

The new Science Standards for Alaska place a significant emphasis on engineering design and
problem solving. This connects nicely with the Digital Literacy standards’ design component
requiring students to use a variety of technologies within a design process to identify and solve
problems by creating new, useful or imaginative solutions.

Standards for English Lanquage Arts

Most jobs require the ability to construct a sound argument and communicate it effectively.
Reading and writing are key components of the digital age, and literacy is essential to good
practice. The Digital Literacy standards focus on communication, requiring students to clearly
and express themselves creatively for a variety of purposes using the platforms, tools, styles,
formats and digital media appropriate to their goals.

Standards for Social Studies

Citizenship is a major component of the Digital Literacy standards. Students recognize the
rights, responsibilities and opportunities of living, learning and working in an interconnected
digital world, and they act and model in ways that are safe, legal and ethical.
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